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WILLIAM ST ACK
Editor
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The old familiar assembly call of wartime days will ring again through
Hotel Coronado in St. Louis on May 14 and 15 when the men and
women of Unit 21 reunite to celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the
Unit's departure for France. The reunion, held under the auspices of
Rouen Post No. 242, American Legion, in addition to a planned program
will allow ample time for the visitors to fraternize.
The meetings on Friday May 14 are: Memorial services in Christ Church
Cathedral at 5 p. m. Dinner with entertainment (no speeches) in the
Club Caprice at Hotel Coronado at 7 p. m. On Saturday at 4 p. m.,
a cocktail party in the Cortez Lounge at Hotel Coronado. Out-of-town
guests can obtain special room rates at this hotel.

Forget the burdens of today in the renewal of pleasant friendships. Let
the strains of "The Long, Long Trail" and other old refrains awaken memories of a springtime long ago. Mail the enclosed card today saying you will be present at the most important
reunion the Unit has ever held. You may send your registration fee of $ 5.00 with your card or
you may pay it at the Unit's registration room in Hotel Coronado when you arrive. This fee
covers the cost of mailing, stamps, dinner, entertainment and cocktail party.
OUR FIRST BIRTHDAY
Speaking of the Unit's anniversary reunion reminds us that the first issue of the Rouen Post
left Arthur Melville's Southwest Printery one year ago this month. Up to that time the
recorded activities of Unit 21 had been largely confined to official reports. It remained for the
Post to chronicle the amusing side-lights of those days and the resultant letters of appreciation
from comrades throughout the country have been very gratifying to your Editor.
BRING THE GANG WITH YOU, ZACH
Zach Wilhoyte, former top-sergeant of Mobile Unit D and past-commander of Zachary Taylor
Post No. 180, American Legion, writes from Louisville, Kentucky: "I am receiving your paper
regularly and it is. good to see the names of men I had the pleasure of knowing in Unit 21.
Don't forget the thirty-five men from old Kaintuck who joined Base 21 on April 2nd and
helped the boys until September 6th. My diary after leaving Rauen reads as follows: 'We
have left a bunch of real men' and I think every fellow in Unit D felt the same way ... You
asked me about Ad Thomas. I have learned that Ad died of heart disease about two years
ago . . . Remember me to the gang and if an old member of Unit D will be permitted to attend your twentieth anniversary reunion in May I will sure be there."
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THE WAR DEAD
Blow out, you bugles, over the rich Dead!
There's none of these so lonely and poor of old,
But, dying, has made us rarer gifts than gold.
These laid the world away; poured out the red
Sweet wine of youth; gave up the years to be
Of work and joy, and that unhoped serene
That men call age; and those who would have been,
Their sons, they gave, their immortality.
RUPERT BROOKE

IN MEMORIAM
Jessie H. Collins
Edith Mae Ferguson
Elsie M. Aspelmeier
Harlan Marshall
Harriet L. Ca.rfrae
Ruth B. Cobb
Julia MacCorkle
Marion A. Spiess
Robert H. Claudius
Dr. Leland W. Mitchell
Fred C. Johns

John C. Graham
Charles E. St. Clair
Herbert A. Alvis
Edgar Hanvey
Dr. Fremont F. Lueking
Lewis C. Martin
John Sasse
Clay~on A. Hightower
Edward J. Coogan
Humphrey L. Evatt
J. Frank Carr, Jr.
Dean Carrol M. Davis

Charles E. Johns
Thomas F. O'Hanlon
Dr. Frederick B. Abbott
Alvin Mercer
Dr. Howard H. Bell
Dr. Nathaniel Allison
James B. Simpson
Paul Graham
Seldon Murray
Richard F. Knox
Robert E. Noeninger

THE FIGHTING 21st STUMBLE INTO BLACKPOOL
Blackpool England, May 29.-More American soldiers, members of the Medical Corps arrived
in Blackpool yesterday to take up training here; and if their reception was a little less formal
than on previous occasions, it was none the less hearty.
The special train arrived at Talbot Road Station about noon. The arrival platform was roped
off, and the large entrance gates were closed, but large crowds of visitors gathered both in·
side and outside the station. The newcomers who numbered about 300 officers and men, were
met on arrival by officers of the R. A. M. C., and "The Star Spangled Banner" was played
by Bandmaster Bradley, the .men standing at the salute the while.
Headed by the band, and with bearers in front carrying the flags of the Stars and Stripes and
Red Cross, the troops marched from the station and along Top ping Street to their billets in
the neighborhood of Albert Road. Outside the station, their colleagues, who arrived last week,
were lined up on each side.
The men who looked rather warm in their long greatcoats, were met with hearty cheers from
the crowds who witnessed their arrival.
From Blackpool Newspaper, May 29, 1917.
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RETROSPECTION
Monotonous days and nights on the
American Liner St. Paul . . . The
rude descent from Pullman and Fred
Harvey service to iron bunks and
inexcusable slops served by unwashed Cockney stewards with tat'
tooed forearms ... "Wot'll ye 'ave,
curry and rice or fish?" . . . The
Unit's first casualty Charley
Duffy lielped aboard with a bruised
head, a souvenir from a Sixth Avenue cafe . . . The farewell blasts of
well-meaning whistles on boats and
waterfront buildings informing Berlin of the St. Paul's departure for
Liverpool.
Crap games in P section introducing Judge Neely's uncanny ability with dice ... The groans
of seasick Sergeant Puckett and homesick Private Bammann rising above the fog-horn ... AV'
aricious stewards reaping a silver harvest through the illicit sale of cold storage chickens and
sandwiches from upper cabins . . . "21 on deck" ... Endless squad drills ... Lifeboat drill
. . . Typhoid inoculations . . . The irritating smugness of fortunate lads assigned to second
class cabins.
Sunday morning church service affording temporary relief from the haunting odor of stale
fish and paint in the third class section ... Nostalgic recollections of relatives and friends waving farewell in Union Station. The naive predictions flung lightly from Pullman windows.
"Don't worry, folks. We'll be home for Christmas." "Mother, don't let the moths get to
my clothes-I'll be needing them again in a few months."
Lusty voices singing below deck to the palsied accompaniment of a battered piano. Songs
reminiscent of carefree fox-trots with fair companions under the star-studded blue dome of
Cicardi's restaurant. "Me and My Gal" . . . "Poor Butterfly" . . . "Mammy's Little Coalblack Rose" . . . "Missouri Waltz,, . . . The luxury of
salt-water baths with fresh-water soap. Pampered naval
gunners, our only defense against submarines, overtaken
by seasickness after several rounds of target practice
against empty barrels tossed from the stern . . . Orders
to sleep with life-belts . . . Persistent thoughts of the
ill-fated Lusitania . . . Mountains of gray water churning beneath a misty moop . . . Groups of men in greatcoats gazing in silence from the deck of the unlighted
ship . . . An un,confirmed rumor that Bob Hecker,
known as "The Great Ogre,, had dived overboard and
returned dripping but triumphant with a porpoise in
his jaws ... Rabbi Voorsanger winning popular acclaim
by the distribution of oranges issued by Captain Kopple.
The welcome sight of ;British and American destroyers
emerging from the mists off the Irish coast . . . And
the general sigh of relief as the St. Paul enters the River
Mersey and moves slowly past green hills toward the
lights of Liverpool beckoning through the twilight.
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THE BULLETIN BOARD

George (Tiny) Dillman has recovered from an attack of rheumatism which forced him to seek
relief at a spa near Los Angeles . . . Harry Ezell is a patient in the University Hospital at
Columbia, Missouri ... Harry, a high school teacher in Mount Vernon, enrolled at the Univer,
sity this year for an advanced course in agriculture . . . The brooding countenance of Tom
Sheedy has been missing from the past three meetings of Rouen Post. It is rumored that
the fallen chaplain is sulking in his tent since Marvin Hamilton succeeded him as the leading
gourmand of the Post . . . Charles Jablonsky (Whirling Charlie} has suffered only one fall
since the ice melted from the pavements, but the neighbors on Gannon A venue still discuss
his horizontal departure from Bill Engel's home last February.
FOR YOUR INFORMATION
General Hospital No. 12 at Rouen, which was taken over by Unit 21 in 1917, was one of
the earliest British hospitals established in France. This hospital with a capacity of 135'0
beds had been situated on the race,track at Rouen since August, 1914, excepting a brief period
in the autumn of that year when the advancing German army forced the hospital to evacuate
on barges down the river Seine for safety. Unit 21 operated General No. 12 for over eighteen
months during which time 61,543 patients were admitted and discharged. 601 men died of
wounds and 136 succumbed to disease. Nearly eighteen thousand patients were admitted
during August, September and October, 1918. The personnel of Unit 21 , including the reinforcemnts from St. Louis, listed 49 officers, a chaplain, 101 nurses and 184 enlisted men.
POUR LA MERITE
A number of honors and decorations were received by members of Unit 21. Colonels Murphy,
Allison and Fife and Chief Nurse Julia Stimson received the Distinguished Service Medal from
the American Government. Lt. Col. Borden Veeder was made a Companion of the Order
of St. Michel and St. George (C. M . G.) by the British Government. Julia Stimson, Mance
Taylor and Estelle Claiborne received the Royal Red Cross, 1st Class and Olive Serafini,
Ruth Morton, Ann Carson, Constance Cuppaidge, Dolly Schmidt and Mary Stephenson,
the Royal Red Cross 2nd Class. Ruth Morton also received a Croix de Guerre and Major
Howard Bell was decorated with the Order of Queen Marie by the King of Roumania.
Sergeants Capps, Delany and William Wright were awarded the Meritorious Service Medal
by the British. Among the lower ranks, Lance-Corporal Jim Barnard received several "shiners"
from members of the British Army and Spencer Allen was made a Companion to Corporal
Barker and G . I. Cans by order of Colonel Murphy .

•
During the recent centennial celebration of the St. Louis Medical Society, seven physicians reenacted the first meeting of the Society held in a candle-lit hall in 18 37. The sketch, prepared
from the original minutes, by Dr. Arthur Proetz, gave our old friend, Jim Costen, a longawaited opportunity to appear before the footlights. A few minutes before the opening curtain, it was discovered that only six costumes of that period had been delivered, but Costen
saved the situation by donning a snappy outfit purchased in Paragould shortly before his de,
parture for St. Louis, in 1917.

